






Research Update: Where the Money Goes  
The Hydrocephalus Research Guild was 

founded in 2006 and with your help, 

we have raised over $450,000 to date 

including direct and indirect efforts. This 

money goes directly to Seattle Children’s 

Hospital’s new research division—the 

Seattle Children’s Research Institute 

(SCRI)—for hydrocephalus research.

	 Scientific research includes basic 

research—what happens in the 

laboratory and at the bench—and 

clinical research—work 

that includes patients. The 

Hydrocephalus Research 

Guild is funding both 

types to help children with 

hydrocephalus and other 

neurological diseases. 

	 Your contributions 

provide the critical 

seed funding scientists 

need to develop a hypothesis, conduct 

experiments, and collect data over a short 

term of 3-5 years; this enables them to 

apply to the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH) for long-term funding. Thank you!

	 HRG is pleased with the recent hire of 

Dr. Nino Ramirez, the director of the new 

Center for Integrative Brain Research at 

SCRI. He comes to Seattle Children’s from 

the University of Chicago, where he was 

the chair of the Department of Organismal 

Biology and Anatomy in the Pritzker School 

of Medicine.

	 Dr. Ramirez hopes to increase the 

focus on hydrocephalus research and is 

conducting a search for a hydrocephalus 

section chief. In addition, HRG is funding 

$10,000 for Dr. Ramirez’s team of 

dedicated researchers to conduct basic 

research investigating the generation and 

consequences of hydrocephalus. 

	 To date, $25,000 has been used by 

Dr. Eugene Kolker (chief data officer 

and principal investigator, Center for 

Developmental Therapeutics, Seattle 

Children’s Research Institute) to analyze 

the proteomics research (study of protein 

composition of cerebrospinal fluid) that 

was previously conducted by Dr. Anthony 

Avellino and Dr. Richard Morrison.

	 Up to $80,000 will be used to fund 

a clinical researcher position for one 

year for Seattle Children’s Neurosurgery 

involvement with the Hydrocephalus 

Clinical Research Network (HCRN).  

	 HCRN is a national network of parents, 

brain surgeons, philanthropists, and 

business and nonprofit experts who 

have joined forces to investigate ways 

to improve treatment for hydrocephalus 

patients. The hope is that a multi-site 

collaboration will overcome obstacles 

that have stymied previous research 

efforts: too few patients to study in any 

one hospital, uncoordinated research, and 

under-staffed studies. To learn more about 

HCRN, which Seattle Children’s recently 

joined, go to www.hcrn.org. 
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HRG’s fall non-event raised over 

$25,000 for hydrocephalus research at 

Seattle Children’s. The fundraiser began 

when HRG members sent mailers to 

possible donors asking them to “Please 

don’t save the date!  Don’t get all dressed 

up!” for a big night, but to give from the 

comfort of their homes. Thank you to all 

who donated so generously.  

	 Kathy Emery, grandmother of seven-

year-old Max Graber, raised almost 

$2,000 for the Guild when she sponsored 

a September 19 Jean’s Day at her place 

of employment, Russell Investments, in 

Tacoma. During a Jeans Day, employees 

who contribute at least $5 to a 

designated charity may wear jeans to 

work. Thank you, Kathy.

	 The pictures in this newsletter and 

other HRG print and electronic pieces are 

the loving work of photographer Nikki 

Gale (www.nikkigalephotography.com). 

Thanks, Nikki, for donating your time 

and talents to capture the spirit and 

courage of our beautiful kids.

	 Lisa Herter, aunt of 10-year-old 

Christian Norquist-Skeets, donates the 

design and layout through her firm, 

Ubiquity (www.ubiquitygroup.com) for 

HRG’s print pieces. Thank you, Ubiquity.

In a borrowed lab coat, Allison shares a 
moment with Dr. Ramirez.

Whether you give cash or in-kind, we are deeply grateful for your 
contributions. Our kids are, too!

Your contributions provide the critical 
seed funding scientists need to develop a 

hypothesis, conduct experiments, and collect 
data over a short term of 3-5 years; this enables 

them to apply to the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) for long-term funding.


